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To use the CHAT function in Zoom…

To RAISE YOUR HAND in Zoom…
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Only 5% of Food Waste is Composted (EPA 2015)





See Accompanying 
Handout

Overview of Composting 
Laws and Regulations in 
New Hampshire (NRRA) 



NH Waste Reduction Hierarchy



Diversion 
Goal & 

Ban

40% diversion goal 
by 2000

Ban on landfilling 
or incinerating leaf 
and yard waste



New Law in 2015

To establish rules for 
composting meat and 

dairy 



Composting Stakeholder Work Group



Yes in My Back Yard!

• USDA grant funded program

• 6 full day regional workshops 
in NH, VT and MA

• Organics diversion education 
for solid waste facility 
operators, schools, and 
businesses



Permit Options 
for Composting

Three Main Categories



Permit 
Exempt

Who: Private homes, schools, 
and farms

What: Can compost yard and 
food waste (no meat or dairy)

Source: Food waste is 
generated on site

Process: No permit required



Permit-by-
Notification

Who

• Receive 30 tons or less per day (ex. 
publicly owned transfer stations, small 
food composting facilities)

What

• Up to 20% food waste mixed with 80% 
yard waste, animal manure, etc.  

Source

• Food waste only from retail food outlets, 
commercial and institutional kitchens, 
and food processing operations (no meat 
or dairy) 

Process

• No in-depth technical review by NHDES 
and no cost to apply



Standard 
Permit

Who: Facilities accepting over 30 tons 
of waste per day (ex. landfills, transfer 
stations, incinerators, and composting 
facilities) 

What: Permit customized to type, 
size, and other variables of applicant.  
May request composting food waste, 
including meat and dairy.     

Process: Involves intensive review and 
approval process by NHDES. Tends to 
be costly.



Pathways to Composting 
Meat & Dairy

Can request waiver of certain regulations 
restricting composting meat and dairy 

Contact the NHDES Solid Waste 
Management Bureau for more info



Increase 
NHDES 

Funding

Focus on updating 
composting regulations

Focus on waste 
reduction, recycling and 
composting



Ban Food 
Waste in 
Landfills

CT, VT, MA & RI have 
laws banning some food 
waste from landfills



Recycling & 
Solid Waste 

Study 
Committee

Hearing on composting 
Thursday, Sept. 26 at 1 pm

Consider attending or 
submitting comments



Monday & Tuesday, May 18 – 19, 2020
Manchester, New Hampshire



This material is based upon work supported 
under a grant by the Rural Utilities Service, 

United States Department of Agriculture.  Any 
opinions, findings, and conclusions or 

recommendations expressed in this material are 
solely the responsibility of the authors and do 

not necessarily represent the official views of the 
Rural Utilities Service. 
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