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US Glass Road Map
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31% 
recycled

2018 2030

50% 
recycled

The glass container industry has set a
bold target of increasing the US
recycling rate to 50%

US glass recycling and recovery rate

56% total
recovered

39% total
recovered

+ 19
percentage

points

Sources: United States Environmental Protection Agency; Glass Packaging Industry (GPI); BCG.
Note: The 39% figure represents the rate of glass recovered (or collected), but some recovered glass is lost to landfills or as it moves along the recycling value chain, from sorting to processing to manufacturing. The remaining 31% is recycled into new
containers. Some variability exists in how recycling rates are calculated across the US.
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Improved US glass container recycling
is an important goal

Eliminates glass
from landfills

Preserves natural
resources

Reduces energy
and manufacturing
costs

Reduces carbon
emissions

Maintains
quality
forever

Extends
furnace life

Reuses
material
infinitely =Achieving a 50% glass

recycling rate reduces
greenhouse
gas emissions by ~1.4M
metric tons annually

The equivalent of
taking ~300K cars
off the road each
year

Recycled materials are much more 
environmentally friendly than virgin 
materials

Sources: GPI; BCG.



QUALITY MATTERS
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MRF Glass vs Bottle Bill Glass



Co
py

rig
ht

 ©
 2

02
1 

by
 B

os
to

n 
Co

ns
ul

tin
g 

G
ro

up
. A

ll 
rig

ht
s r

es
er

ve
d.

Average 
recycling rate 

across all materials

Non-bottle-bill 
states

Bottle-bill 
states

Oregon glass 
recycling rate 
(highest in US)

The industry’s goal is ambitious given the
current status of glass recycling across the
US

The average rate
of glass recycling
nationwide

31%

Representative glass-recycling
rates in high-population states

Highest current glass
recycling rate
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CA

Recycling rates

24%

63%

73%

32%

Sources: GPI; Container Recycling Institute; Resource Recycling; US Environmental Protection Agency; BCG.
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US Glass Infrastructure Map
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Glass Recycling Processors
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New 2M 
Resources Glass 
Facility



Field Engagement & Mission Support – 2022 YTD
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Processing Access Increase/Maintain Collection Partnerships & Policy Engagement
Expand reach and access to 
processing:  pre-clean, hybrid, 
aggregation/hub & spoke, mrf 
upgrades
- Washington, DC Metro Region
- North Carolina
- Rockland, NY

Innovative financing to increase glass processing 
capability at MRFs
- Pennsylvania
Drop-Off Expansion
- North Carolina
- Alpena, MI
- Cuyahoga County, OH
Commercial Recycling Expansion
-Chicago, IL
-Tucson and Phoenix, Arizona
- Cuyahoga County, OH
Glass on the Side Expansion
- Stillwater OK
Maintain Curbside Collection
- Jacksonville, FL
- Chesapeake, VA

Partnerships
• Washington State Recycling 

Development
• North Carolina DEQ
• Oklahoma Recycling Association
• Atlanta Regional Commission
• Southeast Recycling Development 

Council
• Carolina Recycling Association
• Jobs Ohio
• Colorado Recycles

Policy

• California
• Colorado
• Connecticut
• Iowa
• Maine

• New Jersey
• New York
• Oregon
• Vermont
• Washington



Incremental Cullet Growth

0 10,000 20,000 30,000 40,000 50,000 60,000 70,000

2021

2022
Proj.

Estimated Tons of Annual Incremental Cullet from Committed Projects

MRF Upgrades Drop Off Commercial Residential Glass on the Side Pre-clean agg.

46,383 
tons per 

60,560 
tons per 

year

Proj. 
33% 

increase

*Assumptions will be reconciled at end of year. 



Resources:
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• Glass Recycling Guidebook
• Questions for Municipalities
• Letter for Community Glass Recycling Removal



Glass Industry Organizations
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GPI.org GlassRecycles.org GlassRecyclingFoundation.org


	Slide Number 1
	US Glass Road Map
	Slide Number 3
	Slide Number 4
	Quality Matters
	Slide Number 6
	US Glass Infrastructure Map
	Glass Recycling Processors
	Field Engagement & Mission Support – 2022 YTD
	Incremental Cullet Growth
	Resources:
	Glass Industry Organizations

